
Arts and Health Cross Party Group Meeting on 21.09.2017 
Meeting at 12.30pm in Conference Room A,  
T Hywel, National Assembly Building 
 
Present 
Eluned Morgan AM (Chair) 
Kirsty Keenan, Office of Eluned Morgan 
Paul Jays, Celf o Gwmpas 
Emily Underwood-Lee, USW 
Phil George, Chair Arts Council Wales 
Nesta Lloyd-Jones, Welsh NHS Confederation 
Eleri Wyn Evans, Amgueddfa Cymru 
Elena Schmitz, Literature Wales 
Catherine Kennedy, Literature Wales 
Emma Robinson, Age Cymru 
Dr Catrin Hedd Jones, Prifysgol Bangor 
Trevor Whymark, The CareInn Group 
Prue Thimbleby, ABMU Health Board 
Robert Aitken, Music in Hospitals 
Tim Jenkins, Welsh Government 
Sarah Teagle, Forget Me Not Chorus 
Kate Woolveridge, Forget Me Not Chorus 
Claire Cressey, Director LMN Wales 
Heather Chandler, LMN Wales 
Katherine Harri, Administrator LMN Wales 

Rhian Webber, Cwm Taf UHB 
Wendy York, Artis Community 
Annie Dayson, Theatr Clwyd 
Liz Aylett, Betsi Cadwaladr UHB 
Andrea Davies, Betsi Cadwaladr UHB 
Katja Stiller, Valley & Vale 
Tamsin Griffiths, Verve TG/Independent Artist 
Paul Whittaker, Hide Productions 
Ian Walsh, UWTSD – Swansea College of Art 
Joseph Sobol, George Ewart Evans Storytelling 
Centre 

 
Apologies 
Sally Lewis, Arts Council Wales 
David Chamberlain, Caerphilly County Borough 
Council 
Sarah Goodey, Aneurin Bevan UHB 
Steve Huxton, Age Friendly Culture Network 
Sharon Ford, Age Friendly Culture Network 

 
EM discussed the possibility of PG addressing Dai Lloyd’s committee. 
EM informed attendees that she has written to individual Health Boards to obtain a clearer picture 
of the current situation. She referred to the Western Mail’s article on budget cuts likely to affect the 
Arts, suggesting that a shift into the Welsh Health agenda would make sense.  
EM reported that live streaming of meetings to North Wales is now a possibility. 
 
PG gave apologies on behalf of Sally Lewis (SL) who is busy working on the Mapping Report. A 
‘resilient piece’ is emerging and will, hopefully, be ready at the end of October. 
Letter for Ministers to be delayed until the week after the report’s publication. 
ACTION: EM to write to committee members to suggest questions that may be posed when the 
Health Boards go in front of the Health Committee the following week and on October 11th  

 
PJ questioned the identity of the key players to make change – e.g. GPs –  and stated this must also 
include patients themselves. He described the importance of feedback, the power of case examples, 
and the need for consistent application. PW articulated the need for a common language across Arts 
and Health and the importance of using language carefully.  
ACTION: EM proposed inviting a representative from the BMA or a practicing GP to investigate 
what mechanisms might be required. NLlE to help identify someone in this space 
 
Attendees discussed what is required for Arts & Health evaluation and what funding bodies need, 
alongside the more general need to standardise evidence across art forms. Further details were 
given on a digital portal being developed in South Wales. 
ACTION: PG & NLE to pick up on this for the MOU  
 
Further discussion followed concerning the criteria for success and the difficulties in measuring 
impact, and capturing behavioural change in story evidence.  PT referred to the ‘change of belief 
needed’ detailed in Lord Howarth’s Report, then led a discussion that focused on the report’s 



relevance to Wales, and highlighted the reference to devolved countries. EUL acknowledged the 
research and work already done, but also questioned what was missing. 
ACTION: Identify gaps in the report that Wales could develop 
 
PT asked if anyone had used the report in a practical sense. CC suggested it would be a good starting 
point for EM/PG’s proposal. PT considered the report’s recommendations in relation to Wales. PJ 
stated that the report gives arts organisations confidence for a continued dialogue and explained 
how a ‘consultant approach’ might work to change the behavior of key people. 

 
PW and AD spoke about Duty of Care and responsibility, and stressed the need for the education of 
artists. KW explained the Forget-Me-Not Training Programme at RWCMD. CC detailed the LMN 
model and its ‘ongoing legacy for sustainability’.  
Attendees discussed the possibly of an accreditation system in Wales. 

 
PT considered the distribution of the report in Wales and said she would be happy to input a Welsh 
voice at the meeting on October 12th. 
 
Eleri Wyn Evans (Head of Learning and Engagement at National Museum Wales) spoke about the 
recent Ageing Well Wales event at St Fagans National Museum/Welsh Age Friendly Culture Network.  
 
Meeting concluded with the following additional Action Points: 
 

EM to invite Angela Burns, Shadow Health Secretary to speak at future meeting 
 

CC to invite LMN to present on ‘A Choir in Every Care Home’ at the next meeting 
 

EM/PG to write joint letter (to include a review of the evidence and impact of intervention, 
scalability and prevention premium argument) 
 

EM to ask the Chair of the Health committee to sign joint letter (will include a review of the 
evidence and impact of intervention, and issues of scalability and prevention premium) 

 

EM to invite a GP or BMA representative to present at the next meeting 
 

EM to write to members of Health Committee to ask re: mental health balance – to include the 
issue of preventative v acute 

 

PG to follow up the form of evidence required in context of the MOU 
 

EM to write to Lord Howarth 
 

Issues of clinical education, training of artists, arts excellence and the need for standardisation 
across the arts to be discussed in April 
 

Members to advise if video streaming is required 
 
Future meeting dates: THURSDAY JAN 25TH  / APRIL 12TH / JUNE 28TH / OCT 11TH 2018 
 

 
 

Minutes prepared by Katherine Harri, Administrative Assistant LMN Wales  katherine.harri@livemusicnow.org 


